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PRESS RELEASE

DOMINICA’S PARTICIPATION IN THE SIGNING CEREMONY OF THE HONG KONG
MEDIATION CONFERENCE

Roseau, DOMINICA: Dominica is among thirty-three (33) countries that have signed on to the
Convention on the Establishment of the International Organization for Mediation (IOMed),
registering it as one of the founding members.

Minister for Foreign Affairs, International Business, Trade and Energy, Hon. Dr. Vince
Henderson represented Dominica at the Signing Ceremony which took place in Hong Kong on May
30", 2025. The Convention was negotiated by over eighty (80) countries and twenty (20)
international organisations, including the United Nations. I0Med conforms with the principles
outline in Article 33of the UN Charter, which encourages mediation as a means of resolving
international disputes. It was set up to compliment existing legal mechanisms that foster
harmonious international relations, strengthen global cooperation and provide a cost-effective
alternative to litigation and arbitration.

The proposal to establish IOMed was spearheaded by the People’s Republic of China (PRC),
as the Convention aligns with its broader diplomatic agenda. The PRC hosted the Preparatory Office
Inauguration in February 2023 and also played a significant role in coordinating negotiations,
shaping the operational framework and finalizaing the convention. Its lead in the process secured
the support of thirty-three (33) founding members, all of whom were present for the signing.

The signing of the Convention is a critical moment in global governance, reinforcing the
principles of peaceful dispute resolution and international cooperation. It comes at a time when
global disputes continue to rise resulting in families being displaced, livelihoods being destroyed,
and vulnerable populations being left without timely assistance. Additionally, these conflicts are
manifested in economic instability, social unrest, human suffering, misinformation and political
polarization. All of which leave rippling effects that extend far beyond the immediate war zones,
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disrupting trade, threatening food security and straining diplomatic relations and international
cooperation.

By virtue of being signatory to this Convention, Dominica reaffirms support for the
establishment of an unbiased and structured platform for mediation. Dominica and Jamaica were
the only two CARICOM countries present for the signing.

The End.



